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At 70, Gwent's
best-known sculp-
tor regularly dons a
welding mask and
steel toe-capped
boots to create
works of great
beauty. MIKE
BUCKINGHAM
reports

LCHEMISM is in the

blood of Helga

Prosser, the seulptor
wha, as did the medieval
EXPErIMENTers, (rns base
matal into artistic golid

Whn she sets abont ereat-
I one her sculptures, of
which there are many
cxamplas in public places in
et Helpa Prosser dons
& leathier apron, steel mecap
hesarz and o welder's mask,

1 e workinge Lo gteel.
huve worked in other mate-
risls. incloding wood and
clay but =ooner or faper |
Pl ke torge o Lighs up my
wedding terch,” she savs.

“The lightmess and incrsi-
fhle strensth of steal and itz
toughniess have 4 great
apmeal o, 1 make art
throngh an essonibally
tmdustrial process,”

Helga Prossar was ko
Helga Yo der Riet in South
Africa i 18932 amd won her
B degres at the Michaelis
Sehonl of Fine At st the
Lniversity of Cape Town,
Despite the Afrikansr name
heer wpbringing ther fathay
was an hoteliery and educa-
ticn was anglicised., and
when she married i0was (o
the bright young dector Bob
Prosaer, 3 Bouth Alvican of
Welsh origin.

Buobrdiad thrae vears ago,
st Helga, by now decply
rocted in Welsh enltural
life, retnaing in her hus-
band's racial hoomeland.
she's not far from

CLAY HEADS: | love clay, says arlist Helga Prosser, but always go back {o steel

ite-hot flame

"

_—
Crickhowell and nexi-door
Lo b daughteyr and san-in
T, with her Moels of
Meolithic shesp,

UIF o Were sty aspiring
artist in Souwth Africa all
o e s were Eurapean
in those davs, 2o it was
inevitable that i order to
develop, vou came back to
Yol ronts,” she says,

“We were Living in
Cambridge and 1 was com
mEREing o Lhee Cenrrnld
School of Artwhers 1 spw
penpla welding and wanled
b0 e B8 mmvself,

"I was an inexpensive
means of working divectly
without having toconsbder
the difficulties of casting
complex shapes and, more
importantly, ] could make
lavge shapes or Fzres
st o fly throwgh the air;,
balanced on a single point.

“Actually, wormnen have a
light woneh anid can make

of artistic talent

finswelders, Thal was
proved in the aireraft facio-
ries diring the war. ™

The spparently cold suwr-
faces of metal are worked
up into fantastieal human
figires, their poise and
musciLlaire perfoct, and
wsually caught af the point
of dynamicaction by
Halzx's hand or toreh

Most people watch rughy
for the score o for the thirkl
of the geume. Heles (don't
ask her whether she sup-
peorts Wales or e
Springhaks, you won't be
tald ) watches it for the
huyman Npares,

"I ob=erve these superb
specimens of hamanity
sliediched to the limdt in all
antds of poises, but it's
afterwiils that 1 get the
idras,

‘T rear up the sports pages
if Taeea partleula picture
that lnspires me.”

Gas welding allows for a
simoother seam., which is
then grottid smoath, When
the pieces are finished,
great care it taken to insu:
late them against the Welsh
weather

“Euery sooflen D have a
clay period, For instance, 1
am working on a model of
the head of my grandson at
the moment. It's nice e
wirk in elay in the summer
heciiese working with a
walding terch 15 wery hod.

“Ultimately thowgh,
toamie back tothe meatal. Ifis
[k rmost exprossive of
forms and allows me o cre-
date large works which,
becalse they are hnllow, are
Tt ferribly heawe™

Helga Prosser's commis-
sions inelude a cement
frisze and o Madonna carv-
ing in Sowth Africa, the
ateel foothallers in
Cwmbran, the simall
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i Gwent,
Har wark
frarm sheest
steel has
balletic
Grace

abstract seulpture in front
of Linstarnam Grange Arts
Centre in Connbran, the
Livrgre “leap fios' status al
Ebbw Yale Garden Festival,
tommtark Ehbay Vale Garden
Fastival, and 1he fhee-foot-
tall Battle of Camlan ar the
Fiwrrm gallery at Casrleon,

A piece of her work will
be at the Art for Meroy gala
charity exhibition at the
Washington Gallery in
Pemarth Mom Fricog
Novamber 22 fo Sunday
Movamber 24.

S Kvilin Williams has
also put work wp dor aue-
tion, as have other leading
painters and sculptures,

One thing is for suee,
Gewrent's Helga Prosser, with
her superbly podsod steel
figure, conceived b her for
tile irnagriiatbve moind and
axacited in o white-bot
flame of creativity, will e
the hottest item i the 2]



